Some Aspects of the Northern Province
includes not only the collection of taxes but their assess-
ment by nalive boards. The assessment of rain-crops in
Berber and Shendi, the quinquennial date census in
Dongola and Haifa and the assessment of flood and basin
crops in Dongola have for several years been satisfactorily
carried out by boards of Sheikhs with a minimum of
supervision. In Haifa the allotment of building land in
villages has now been delegated to the Sheikhs and trans-
actions in date trees are registered by Presidents of Village
Courts. Cases concerning date trees are settled by the
Village Courts throughout the Province, It is hoped that
eventually the same procedure may be possible with regard
to registered agricultural land.
Success or failure in these experiments will depend on
the honesty and impartiality of the native agencies em-
ployed. While the British administrator has no axe to
grind, it is difficult for a native court not to be biassed
in its judgments by its close personal knowledge of, and
interest in, the case before it. Pressure will not improbably
have been brought to bear on some of the members to
influence their decision. For this reason judicial powers
have so far not been granted to any individual Sheikh
sitting alone, with one single exception in Dongola Pro-
vince, The Council affords at least a measure of protection
against personal prejudice,
The Future
No great material prosperity is to be expected where
natural conditions are so unfavourable. Good agricul-
tural land is too scarce, the air is too dry and the summer
heat too intense for any great development in agriculture
to be anticipated. Much can be done to increase the
area under cultivation by finding a simple, fool-proof,
mechanical means of raising water, and date cultivation
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